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Foothills, and the morning Karpathy moved
2026-05-20 / 00:23:26

“Google had the bigger announcement. Anthropic had the bigger
signal. Both were true by lunchtime.”
— Lenar Kess, today's narration

Google I/O 2026 landed yesterday — Gemini Omni, Gemini 3.5 Flash, Antigravity 2.0,
Spark, and Demis Hassabis closing the keynote on the "foothills of the singularity."
About forty minutes before he walked on stage, Andrej Karpathy tweeted that he'd
joined Anthropic. The rest of the day was the labs sorting themselves around both
events. Today's show works through the announcements, the pricing shifts, the
keynote demo that boots Doom, the Railway outage that happened while Google was
selling Spark, and a builder's 100K-line Rust postmortem that's a sharper picture of
agentic coding than anything on the I/O stage.

Hassabis: "foothills of the singularity" — DeepMind's CEO compresses his AGI
timeline on stage

Gemini 3.5 Flash specs and pricing — and what the 3x bump means

Gemini Omni's physics pitch versus the same-day backflip test

Antigravity 2.0's 93-agent OS demo: 12 hours, 2.6B tokens, under $1K, boots Doom

Andrej Karpathy joins Anthropic — pre-training, on Nick Joseph's team

Ethan Mollick: recursive self-improvement is a talent sink for the Big Three

Qwen 3.7-Max and the Zhenwu M890 chip — Alibaba's full-stack I/O response

DeepSeek hiring a Code Harness team in Beijing

BRAID MENU

https://www.prismnews.com/news/google-deepmind-chief-says-ai-marks-foothills-of-the
https://www.prismnews.com/news/google-deepmind-chief-says-ai-marks-foothills-of-the
https://www.latent.space/p/ainews-google-io-2026-gemini-35-flash
https://www.reddit.com/r/singularity/comments/1thohgl/gemini_omni_model_is_still_unable_to_make_someone/
https://www.latent.space/p/ainews-google-io-2026-gemini-35-flash
https://x.com/karpathy/status/2056753169888334312
https://x.com/emollick/status/2057074407177130096
https://meyka.com/blog/alibaba-upgrades-ai-stack-with-qwen-3-7-max-executes-tasks-for-35-hours-supports-1000-tools/
https://x.com/victor207755822/status/2057064415300841626
file:///


Railway's 8-hour outage after GCP's automated account suspension

Cheng Huang: 130K lines of Rust, AI-written contracts, and a Paxos engine that
runs

TechCrunch on Anthropic's pre-training charter for Karpathy

CHAPTERS

00:00:04 Foothills

00:02:00 Flash, and the price that changed underneath the brand

00:04:11 Omni's physics pitch and the backflip test

00:06:25 Antigravity 2.0 and the OS that boots Doom

00:08:33 Spark, and the always-on agent tier

00:10:17 Karpathy

00:12:42 Alibaba's full-stack answer: Qwen 3.7-Max and a new chip

00:14:28 DeepSeek hires a harness team

00:16:07 Railway, GCP, and the substrate question Google didn't address

00:18:42 What 100K lines of Rust with AI actually looks like

00:21:58 What today added up to

BRAID · Dispatch 032 · 2026-05-20 https://braid.opentangle.com/braid/episodes/2026-05-20.html

https://blog.railway.com/p/incident-report-may-19-2026-gcp-account-outage
https://zfhuang99.github.io/rust/claude%20code/codex/contracts/spec-driven%20development/2025/12/01/rust-with-ai.html
https://zfhuang99.github.io/rust/claude%20code/codex/contracts/spec-driven%20development/2025/12/01/rust-with-ai.html
https://techcrunch.com/2026/05/19/openai-co-founder-andrej-karpathy-joins-anthropics-pre-training-team/

